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Thank you for your service and commitment

to our organization!
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£ Our Wish List... ¢

Your support to purchase these specific items

makes a difference!

Electronic White Board/Projector Equipment
Playground equipment
Mah Jongg Sets
80 Cup Coffee Maker
Kitchen Service Ware & Supplies
Wine Glasses
Fuel Cards for Center’s Van Trips

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MESSAGE

It has been another great year at the Litchfield
Community Center because of you. The people who
participate in our programs and activities, clubs and
businesses who hold meetings and seminars in our
rooms, and the families who celebrate weddings,
anniversaries and birthdays in the center.

And a special thank you to the individuals, businesses,
organizations, and foundations whose generous
financial support makes this all possible.

In April we bid farewell to retiring board members,

Laurel Galloway and Tom McDermott who both served
on the board for six years. Laurel was chair of the Board
Affairs Committee and organized ongoing Mah Jongg
tournaments. Tom was Board President and chair of
the long range planning committee. Under Tom’s
leadership LCC celebrated its 10%" Anniversary and
completed a successful campaign to build the new
Community Room. We are grateful for their dedication
to The Community Center and pleased they both
continue to be involved as active volunteers.

We welcome new board members:

e Ed Drapp lives in Middlebury and is
Superintendent of Schools for Region 6 covering
the towns of Warren, Morris and Goshen

& Ron Leal lives in Litchfield and is a real estate
broker for Fahey Associates. As a volunteer Ron
chaired the 2013 SummerFest and as a board
member chaired SummerFest 2014.

Of course what keeps us going is our small but
dedicated staff led by Executive Director

Berta Andrulis Mette: with Dan Gagne - Assistant
Program and Activities Coordinator, Cheryl Mendez -
Administrative Assistant, Rob Andrulis - Building and
Property Maintenance, Mary Marino - Office
Assistant, and Kalina Lapenta - Student Staff.

“We cannot seek achievement for ourselves and forget about

progress and prosperity for our community...Our ambitions

must be broad enough to include the aspirations and needs of

others, for their sakes and for our own.”
Cesar Chevez




Youth Volunteers are THE BEST!!
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FARM-FRESH MARKE

At The Litchfield Community Center
October 2014 — May 2015

As the Litchfield Hills Farm-Fresh Market moves
indoors to our winter home we are reflecting on what
a wonderful partnership this has been with the
Litchfield Community Center. When, eight years ago,
our customers and vendors asked that we find a way
to have the market year round, the challenge was to
find the right place to hold it. We were delighted
when the Community Center welcomed us since we
felt, and still do, it's the perfect venue. The farmers'
market is about community and supporting local
endeavors which matches the Community Center
goals and mission. The market draws people to the
Center who perhaps haven't been there before. And
the Center brings folks to the market from their other
programs. It's a win/win!

Kay Carroll, Market Master

OUR MISSION

A s a private, not for profit organization,
the mission of the Litchfield
Community Center is to provide a
comfortable environment that
encourages creative, intellectual and
recreational pursuits to reflect the
interests and needs of the
community.

Our Core Values

* Wevaluehonesty,integrity,respectand

service to others.

We provide creative, intellectual,

recreational and innovative activities for all

ages.

We promote family harmony and

enrichment, diversity, open-mindedness and

open-heartedness.

* We listen and respond to the needs of the
community.

* We are committed to maintain and
responsibly manage the facility, property
and resources of the organization being
mindful of the environment.

« We acknowledge and value the efforts,
contributions and dedication of our staff and
volunteers.

» We collaborate with individuals and
organizations that share our common vision
and authentic intentions for the good of all.

Day after SummerFest 2014! Board members and
Family join the “Clam Bake Bucket Cleaning Brigade”

VOLUNTEEROPPORTUNITIES

The Community Center welcomes and needs you to
share your time, talent and energy to help with
mailings, chaperoning youth and teen events, special
events, etc. Contact us to learn more.

Thank you!

“Your team supports the true concept of The
Center; a gathering place where good things happen
every day. Thank you for your continuing hard work
and dedication.”

Cathy M.




Community Center Ambassador
(over $1,000)

Michael Biondi & Shelly Ritchie*

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Bouchard

Ebersol-Saint James Family Trust

John & Lynn Fulkerson*

Jared Look*

Mirror Polishing & Plating Co., Inc.

Ms. Randall Missimer

Declan & Deborah Murphy

Greg & Cathy Oneglia*

Dale & Quentin Ryan

Philip G. Samponaro

Seherr-Thoss Charitable Trust

Union Saving Bank*

Wilderness Skills Scholarship Fund/
CT Community Foundation

Community Center Benefactor
($500—$1,000)

Archdiocese of Hartford Vicariate
Outreach Program
Bantam Home & Energy*
Anne & Philip Bergan
Robert & Martha Bernstein*
Jackie & Dick Caulfield
Martha Green & Alan Cohen
Matthew Karpas & Emily Dalton*
Elizabeth Dickey
Ms. Anthea Disney &
Mr. Peter Howe*
Kate & John Fahey
Richard & Rosalie Furniss
Thomas & Susan Kendall
Ron Leal*
Brian Malarkey & Jane Balaguer
Marie McFadden*
Ann M. McKinney
John & Cathy McMahon
John & Nancy Newton
Dan & Liza Oneglia
Roderic M. Oneglia
Raymond & Ellen Oneglia
Francis J. & Louisa J. Oneglia
Foundation
Richard & Rosamond Quat
Greg & Denise Raap*
Susan Rea*
Rosemary L. Ripley
Stop & Shop of Litchfield
Eliot & Annick Wadsworth
Elizabeth & James Wu
Cathleen & Mickey Wyse

Community Center Leader
($150—$499)

Aletha & Lance Abbott*
John & Judy Acerbi
Auchincloss Family

John & Janet Baker*

John & Brenda Barnes*
Dean & Mary Ellen Birdsall*
David & Cindy Birkins
Diane S. Blick*

Egils & Mae Bogdanovics
Patrick & Nancy Boland
Fred & Sally Bourne

Tim & Debra Brandt

Joyce Briggs

Joseph & Mary Ellen Budny
Ronald C. Budny

The Business Center

Stuart & Lynn Chapman
Michael & Dianne Cicchetti

Leader (cont.)

Sue Clarkin & Tim Breslin*
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Coolidge
Keith Cudworth & Jane Coughlin
Kathleen Crawford
Stephen & Tonja Curry
Donald & Mary Curtiss
Bill & Sandy Deacon
Agatha Dobbins
Kara Dowling & Andrew Roraback
Kristine & Charles Dyson
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Eanes*
Deborah C. Foord
Ingely & Malcolm Forbes
Betty & Jerry Geci*
Carole & Ray Gibney
Fay & Frank Gomes
Anne & Ken Green
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Green & Family
Tammy Grella & Scott McCarty*
Karen & Perley Grimes
Bill & Deb Guilmart
Norman & Trudie Hamilton
Drew Harlow
Sally & Albert Harnicar
Susan & Henry Heidtmann
Richard & Anna Heys
Christopher & Kathy Hill
Mark & Kelly Hookstadt*
C. Dallett & Lynn Ray Hoopes
Adam Inselbuch &

Katheryn Milano
John & Luce Jakimetz
Wilma Joas
Rick & Lisa Judd*
Junior Women's Club

of Litchfield Hills*
Karen & Bob Kenagy
Mr. & Mrs. Euan King*
John & JoAnna Koster
Daniel & Barbara Kraut
Alan Landau
Irma Lesser
Jedd & Susan Levine
Litchtfield Bancorp*
Litchfield High School

Class of 2013
Barbara MacDonald
Adam & Beth Man
Elaine & Charles Marshall
Sandra & Bruce Mason
Dr. Erin Maziarz/

Litchfield County

Family Chiropractic
Brian McCormick*
Thomas & Anne Marie McDermott*
Laurellee McKiernan
Maryanne McNeill & John Dasher
Jim & JoJo Moore*
Bruce & Victoria Morse
Jacolyn Mott
Darrin & Sandra Newbury*
Morgan & Joan O'Brien
Faith Ohms*
Dirk & Marla Patterson
Jan & Bob Petricone
Kevin & Martha Phillips*
John Post*
Dr. Joseph Privitera MD*
Grover & Ann Raap*
Ms. Nancy Rogers &

Mr. Mike Delay*
Molly & Charles Roraback
Nancy Ross*
Rowe Funeral Home

Leader (cont.)
Drs. Terry Ryan &
Elizabeth Whalen*

Annual Giving August 15, 2013 ~ August, 14 2014

Thank you for your continuing support!

Joel & Diana Schapira
Marvin & Joyce Schwartz
Stephen Segaller & Lisa Gabor
Deborah & Selvyn Seidel
Margaret & Adrian Selby
Steven Sideris

Helen Simko

Mr. & Mrs. L. J. Skeie
Audrey & Ben Solnit

Anne & John Somero

Mark & Sabrina Spelman
Chip & Susan Spencer
Sportsmen's of Litchfield
Charles & Dale Staub

John Staub

James Stedronsky

George & Mary Jane Strobel
Jack & Doreen Tango Hampton
Amy Taylor-Fernandez
David & June Thomas
Reverend Robert Tucker
Nancy R. Wadhams*

John & Robin Willink*
David Wilson

David & Lynne Wilson

Bob & Marion Wilton

Grace & Djan Yagtug
Elaine & Jeff Zullo

Community Center Supporter
($50—$149)

Susanne & Harry Ainsworth
Ameriprise Financial*
Berta & Matt Andrulis Mette
Steve Ardussi*

Tracie A. Baker

Jack & Barbara Balaguer
Mr. & Mrs. George Baldwin
Guy Baldwin

Bantam Electic Co.
Alcibeth Barney

Mary C. Bartnett

Michael Bartolini

Lisa & Corky Bauer
Becton, Dickinson & Co.*
Stanley & Virginia Bennett
Barbara Bentley Brower
Lou & Kim Beres

Helen L. Berger

Tina Bernacki

Lincoln & Joan Bertaccini
Linda Bianowicz

Sandra Bishop-Ebner

Cara & Ken Blazier

The Boenders

Mr. & Mrs. John Bolus
John & Dana Bongiorno
Colette & John Boyd*

Beth & Oren Boynton

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Brady
Dick & Patti Brennan
Edward & Christine Brennan
Esther & William Brennan
Byron & Rose Brooks
William J. Buckley Jr.
Carol Buice*

Berclee Cameron

Mitzi Cappello

George & Dianne Carofino
Ms. Janet Casadei*

Jim & Dona Casey

Julie Casey

Supporter (cont.)
Adrienne Cavarly

Virginia L. Chambers

Jay & Jennifer Cherosnick*

Mr. & Mrs. David Cherosnick*

Mr. & Mrs. George Ching

Elsa Clark*

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Clock

Susan & Brian Coffey*

William & Linda Conti

Madeline Cook

Reverend John M. Cooney

Clifford & Jeannine Cooper*

Lee Cordon

Paul & Lynette Cornell Jr.

Betty & Chris Cosgrove*

Ronnie Crook

Elaine & Ralph Day

Charles & Alice De Cosa

Jim & Michele Deacon

Sally Dean

David & Ginger Dean

Nina Devine

Laura DeWald

Beatrice M. Dias MD

Joan Dignacco

Mr. & Mrs. James Dillman

Jeftrey Dingwell

Louis & Deborah Donne

Ms. Pat Donovan*

Paul & Nancy Dooley

Bob & Rita-Clare Doyle

Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Doyle

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Drapp

William & Laura Dunn

Irene Zimmerman Dzurill

E. J. Muphy Realty LLC

Ellen & Bud Ebbs

Stephen Eisenhaure

Rick & Jean Evangelisti

Nancy & Ed Evers

Lida & Michael Exstein

Nick & Lorraine Fabbri

Dan & Marcia Fowler

Richard & Wendy Fox*

Valerie Friedman

Dan & Claudia Fuessenich

Mrs. Laurel Galloway*

Mitchell & Kelly Garden

Sara K. Gault

Steve & Marcia Geddes

Marie C. Gervasini

Margaret & Brian Gildea*

Hon. & Mrs. Charles Gill

Diane Gillman

Dr. Richard J. Glavin &
Mr. Norman Mellk*

Caroline Godec

Lea G. Gordon

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Greco

Dave & Barbara Hannon*

Bernard & Barbara Harrington

Margaret Hunt Hartshorn
Richard & Janet Healy
Helen Heilshorn

Marylyn & Larry Hendricks
Tom & Judy Hogan

Maria & John Honigmann

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Horrigan*

William Houle*

Supporter (cont.)
Evelyn Hyland
Dmitri Ilyinsky
John & Marion Irwin
Michael & Cindy Italiaander
Kate Jackson*
Ms. Eleanor Jacobs*
Randall & Kathi Jarabek
Paul & Janet Johnson
Ann W. Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Raiser
Ray & Carolee Kalita*
Jim & Phoebe Katzin
Ray & Lorry Kaufman
Richard & Janet Kaufman*
Stacie & Ed Kavle
Daniel Keefe
Charlotte H. Keller
Marie & William Kennedy
Mrs. Sidney R. Kennedy
Susan Kennedy
Howard E. Kerpelman
A.J. Kharma
Anthony & Rita Knox
Elaine Knox
Ellen & James Koser
Don & Mig Lake
Andrea Lake Meharg
Elayne Landau
Irene & Michael Landry
Gayle & Russell Larrabee
The Laure Family
Deb Lawrence
Carol & Gary Leavitt
Patricia Lee*
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Lehman*
George & Rosemary Liebowitz
Ron & Theresa Lipeika
Eileen & Peter Litwin
Mr. & Mrs. Emil Locke
Frederick & Elizabeth Lohnau
Frank & Margerita Luzzi
The Magnifico Family
The Mahan Family
Roger & Judith Mahieu
Stephen & Maura Malo
Lenore Mand
Elsie Manes
John & Darcey Markelon*
David Kleeman & Palmer Marrin
Carolyn Martin
Kerwin Mayers*
Thomas & Elaine McDonnell
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick C. McGattey
The McGeehin Family
Pucci McGill
Tom & Sue McGowan
Frank & Evie McGowan*
Ann & Terry McGurk
Robert & Eileen McKenna
Jane S. McMahon
Ken & Elizabeth Merz
Al Messer
Nancy & Jim Neal
Will & Christina Neary*
Pat & Roger Newbury
Roger & Susan Newbury*
Susan Novajosky
Gloria Oneglia
Patti & Steve O'Neill*

Supporter (cont.)

Gerald & Seton O'Reilly
Carol & Bruce Osterman
Wendy & Fred Parkin
Parsons Family
Madeline & David Patenge
Patty's Restaurant
Leo & Jennifer Paul
Laura Pavlick & Family*
Kathi & Ron Peck
Frank & Virginia Pekar
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard Perusse*
Maletta Pfeiffer
Betsy & Joel Pitter*
Charles & Laurie Piwonski
Susan V.W. Pollock
Alma Porzio
Jeffrey & Nadine Pratt
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Putnam*
Mr. & Mrs. Brock Putnam*
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Query
Hitchy Rahilly*
Wilfred & Gladys Reil
Judith M. Rifkin
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Riley*
Gertrude E. Rindos
Beve Roberge
Chip & Louisa Roraback
Patrick & Diane Ryan
Sylvia Saarnjoki
Sabella Family
Gene & Barbara Saska
Leo & Theresa Sass
Tom & Eileen Saunders
Margaret & Mike Savage
Andy & Elaine Savarese
Bill & Ellen Savoia
Boris & Susan Sawula
Herbert & Linda Schettler
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Schoelzel
Nancy & Ed Schuler
Bruno & Walli Schwaller
The Shakley Family
Herbert Siegel
Theresa & Mike Simaitis*
Mr. & Mrs. William Smith
Sharon E. Smith
Phyllis Farrington Soliday
Martha Soliday
Mary Ellen Spiegel*
Reverend Bevan &

Alinda Stanley
Carolyn Steel*
Peg & Paul Sweeney
Laura Sweetman
Mary & Peter Tavino
Yaeko Sue Telman
John & Jodi Tenney
Edith & George Thibault
Walt & Kathy Thompson
Fred & Edna Tieman
Cynthia & Jim Tompkins*
Torrington Savings Bank
John & Ruen Townsend*
True Value Hardware
J. Wyatt & Sandra C. Uhlein
Brenda Underwood
Arnold & Carol Valentine
Rick Heyman & Maria Vanoni
Dr. & Mrs. Robert VanWyck

Supporter (cont.)
Village Wine Cellar
Marcelene Vingo
Sandra Vitiello
Anna Walton
Beverly & Mark Wawer
Arthur B. Webster
Tom & Lisa Weik
Lloyd & Doris Wellnitz
West Street Barber Shop
Ina & Dennie Williams
Dr. J. Fenton Williams

Community Center
Contributor

A Sacred Space*
Jean C. Adams
Marylyn Anderson
Anthony & Betsy Antonucci
Joseph & Rosanne Asselin
Martha Babbitt
Gloria A. Baccei
Lori Barker*
De'Lis'ka Bates
Thomas Battiste*
Penelope P. Beckmann
Jeff & Chris Benson
Boucher Family
Bill & Marie Boyens
Jose & Luz Buhain
Eileen & Ed Burns
Denise & Scott Butwill
Debra & Michael Cahill
Annette Caputi
Jerry & Ann Carillo
Peter & Sue Carpenter
Gayle Carr*
Frances & Stuart Clem
Ernest & Dorothy Clock
Jill Cody
Mr. & Mrs. Jeft Corning*
Mr. & Mrs. Lowell J. Davenport
Cheryl Della Pelle & Ed Donahue
Gerri & Frank Dunne*
Jeftrey Engel
F. North Clark Insurance Agency
Margaret Fidanza
Thomas & Laurie Filippini
Teresa Fitzgerald
Mary J. Fossati
Bea Foster
Margaret B. Fuessenich
Donna Georgescu
Gary & Paula Grabowski
Mr. & Mrs. Ted

Voglewede Green*
John & Heather Grustas
Tia & John Haberern
Thomas Hartch
Debbie Helck
Shelly Hill
Michael & Marie Hopkins
Mrs. Marilla [ves*
Peg Kelley
Dexter Kinsella & Laurann Szpak
Margaret Klein
Mr. & Mrs. David Knox Hall*
Irene Lefterts
Mrs. Marilyn Lieff
Jeanne Litwin

Contributor (cont.)

Bette Lowell

Ed & Kay MacLeod

Jean Maggiorotto

Ms. Faustina Maggiorotto

Mary Marino

Rose Marola

Bonita Mazzaferro

Jamie & Matt McDevitt*

Martha McDevitt

Marcia McGowan

Marilyn Miller

Jeanne & Ed Mirabella

Ms. Mary Ann Mori*

Ms. Luann Mullen*

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Neri

Ron & Nancy Nurnberg

Ms. Patricia O'Reilly &
Mr. James Huffstetler

Jerry Carillo Orchestra

Kristen Orr*

Berry Patrick

Meredith A. Penfield

Marilyn & Ken Petersen

Barbara Poole

Paul & Gertie Prosperi

Dorothy Pukas

Warren & Susan Rabeck

Christine & Michael Reardon

Edward Regner

Peggy Ricker

Roger & Dorothy Robbins

‘Walt Robinson

Herman & Nadine Rogg

Robert Rovezzi

Marilyn Roze

Margaret S. Ruman

Sandy & John Santa Maria

Ronnie & Rick Santorelli

Dolores E. Schmidt

Janet Sibley*

Peggy Smith

David Smith

H. & H. Spattord

Carol-Ann Stentiford

Francis & Ruth Steponaitis

Lee Swift

Frank McDermott &
Mary E. Tetreault*

Chris & Bea Thompson

Joan Titus

Monica Tremont

Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Trippodi*

Heather & Raymond Turri

Louise & Roy Van Alstyne

Irma Van Steenburgh

Harriet S. Vergaro

Peter & Jill Vermilyea

Marie H. Wallace

Mr. & Mrs. William White*

Margaret Woodin

Nat & Sarah Worden*

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Wright*

Ms. Amy Wynn*

Nancy F. Young

Gary & Cynthia Zeller

Ms. Nancy Ziac*

Honorarium &
Memorial
Contributions

In Honor of Berta Andrulis Mette
Matthew Karpas & Emily Dalton*
Greg & Cathy Oneglia*
In Honor of Deborah Foord
Nancy Rogers*
In Honor of John L. Hamill
John & Janet Baker*
In Honor of Bill Hannafin
Richard Raskin*
In Honor of Anthea Disney &
Peter Howe's 30 Anniversary
Nancy Rogers*
In Honor of Ron Leal's
70th Birthday
Nancy Rogers*
In Honor of Joseph Montebello &
Ron Leal
Nancy Rogers & Mike Delay
In Honor of Peressinotto Family
Peressinotto Family
In Honor of Maletta Pfeifter
Nancy Rogers & Mike Delay
In Honor of Stacey's Graduation
Greg & Denise Raap*
In Honor of Mary & Peter Tavino
Nancy Rogers*
In Memory of Peg Andrulis
Patricia Lucas
Beulah E. Partridge
In Memory or Uncle Bob &
Aunt Peg Andrulis
Mary Blakeslee & Laszlo Bockh
In Honor of Josephine Gelinas
Christopher & Lyn Ringquist*
In Memory of Ann J. Gralia
Sandra Marie & John E. Erdman IV
In Memory of Judith Green
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Green & Family
In Memory of Kay Halle
Kyra Hartnett*
In Memory of JoAnne McCormick
Ritzenhoft Family
In Memory of Raymond A. Oneglia
Mr. Dan Whalen &
Ms. Cynthia Oneglia
In Memory of Charleen Orth
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Orth
In Memory of Judith C.Green &
Dan & Gisela Pavao
The Green & Wolfe Families
In Memory of Hank Pickert
Jan Casadei*
In Memory of Jim Rindos
Hilary & Dutch Barhydt
Steve & Liz Funk
In Loving Memory of
Sandy & Erika
Jared Look*
In Memory of Mitzi White
Mitzi M. White Family Trust
Ruth Pearl*

* - Also indicates Give Local! donor

*We gratefully acknowledge those
donors who wish to remain anonymous*



LEAVE A LEGACY™®
CONNECTICUT

Include chavities in yvour estare planering
ared ke a difference i e lives it follow

| have been giving music lectures at the Litchfield Community Center for the past 15
years. What a pleasure working with this organization! There has always been an
understanding of the great need to offer events involving classical music. It has been
well documented that during the past decades there has been a dramatic decline in
concert-going audiences. These audiences are aging and younger generations are not
showing a similar interest in music. | have decided to make a bequest in my will for

the establishment of a scholarship for various aspects of musical study for the
Litchfield Community Center. It may serve only a small public, but every little bit helps. What
would a world be like without Bach, Beethoven and company? | hope you will join me in
supporting the Community Center when you are making bequests. It will be for the good of future
generations and the community, for years to come.

Jeffrey Engel, Musicologist

Women'’s Forum 100 years and Going Strong!

The Women's Forum of Litchfield meets once a month October through May at the LCC. Every
month's meeting consists of program followed by tea and coffee for our members and guests.
Last year was our 100th Anniversary and our programs included Paul Winter and Elizabeth Gilbert
among others and we attracted larger audiences than we were used to hosting. The Community
Center staff went out of their way to see that everything ran smoothly and pitched in to help
every possible way. We look forward to 100 more successful years and the continuance of a
strong partnership with the Litchfield Community Center.

Kathy Thompson, President

Author Elizabeth Gilbert & local admirers at May 2014 Women’s Forum




Who brings Community to The Center?

Amy Rosser Piano School

Art Group with Nan Swoyer

ARC Blood Drive

ASAP! After School Workshops

Bristol Hospital

BusinessInternational Network

Center for Alternative Medicine

Chabad Lubavitch of Litchfield

Charlotte Hungerford Hospital

Christine Brodzik Piano Studio

Community Foundation NWCT

CT Community Foundation

Edward]ones Financial

Isagenix

Jack Black, LLC

LARC-Camp Moe

League of Women Voters

LHS Scholarship Association

Litchfield Substance Abuse
Prevention Council

Litchfield Board of Education

Litchfield Education Foundation

Litchfield Energy Task Force

Litchfield Garden Club

Litchfield Hills AudubonSociety

Litchfield Hills Farm Fresh Market

Litchfield Hills Food Systems

Litchfield High School Boys & Girls Soccer

Litchfield High School Class of 2014

Litchfield High School Interact Club

Litchfield High School Peer Educators

Litchfield High School Student Council

Litchfield Historical Society

Litchfield Land Trust

Litchfield Middle School

Litchfield Montessori School
Litchfield Park & Recreation Dept
Litchfield Ponds Condo Association
Litchfield Professional Network
Litchfield Public Schools PTO
Litchfield Soccer Club

Litchfield Sports Booster Club
Litchfield High School STPC

Litchfield Girl Scout Troop #40113
Litchfield Writer’s Guild

Little Britches Therapeutic Riding Program
Little Guild of St. Francis

Livingston Ripley Waterfowl Conservancy
Mt. Tom Association

Northwest CT Arts Council

Raw Food Institute

Region School District 6

Room to Grow Daycare

School on the Green

Sparkle Dance School

Susan B. Anthony Project

Student Teacher Parent Council
Teacher-Student Tutoring

The Student Compass

Topsmead History Bytes

Transition Litchfield

Women'’s Forum of Litchfield

Visiting Nurse Association of Litchfield
WeightWatchers

Westleigh Condominium Association
White Memorial Conservation Center
...AndYou!!

“Litchfield Community Center not only provides a variety of
activities for our children, they are there in time of need. As
a caterer | have used this venue for beautiful weddings,
funerals, fundraisers (even for our own family in the
Philippines), and celebrations of the season. It is a place for
the community to gather and support each other through
contact and caring. The Staff’s heart and spirit overflow
when you walk into The Center. We are lucky to have and
be a part of The Community Center!”

Patty Laure




The Litchfield Community Center

A Community Non-profit Organization Here to Serve You!
Est.2000

“Why in the world did you move to Litchfield?”
By John R. Post

‘X" number of years. My 2 adult children had just relocated to Connecticut, so | began to
imagine moving there as well. | was about to travel to the eastern end of Long Island to
do some camping, and decided to extend the trip to include a visit to Litchfield as a
means of ‘checking out the place’. | found a campsite on Bantam Lake run by White
Memorial (Point Folly), so | made reservations to spend 2 nights here.

f\ Here | was living in West Chester PA, wondering if this was the place to spend the next

Picture me wandering around Town introducing myself to people | met. | toured the Museum at White Memorial, visited
with staff at Town Hall, and happened to notice the sign outside of the Community Center, so | ventured in. There | was
warmly met by Berta Andrulis Mette, the Director of the Center. My conversation with Berta was one of the first | had
with a local resident, and it proved to be one of the most significant. You’ve heard of the power of 1*impressions, well
this interaction with Berta definitely qualifies. She showed real interest in me and my story. Knowing her much better
now, | recognize this is who she is, but at the time, it made a significant influence on how | was viewing Litchfield. She
introduced me to the wide array of programs the Center provided, and the spectrum of the community that used them.
She also mentioned the Community Garden, talked about the enjoyment the space provided those who gardened there,
and gave me directions so | could check it out. As a gardener, | was very interested, so ventured out to find it. Overall, |
left this visit feeling pretty good about the welcoming nature of this little town.

My visit with Berta, combined with several other positive attributes of the area (i.e. the historic buildings in town, White
Memorial, the many opportunities for outdoor activities, the quiet small town nature of the area, White Flower Farm,
access to social and cultural events) led me to announce to my family | was going to pick up and relocate from
Pennsylvania and move to Litchfield. | felt good about it. The only issue was that | didn’t really know anyone here. How
long would it take for me to build a community of friends? | didn’t know, but was willing to give this adventure a try.

Here’s where the Community Center comes in. Upon arriving in Litchfield, | contacted Berta and let her know that | had
moved into town, and if there was a space at the Community Garden, I'd love to be able to garden there. Sure enough,
there was an available space, so | was invited in. Berta also let me know there was another couple who also had just
been assigned a plot, and who also happened to live at Westleigh where | was renting. About 2 weeks later, | met Nancy
Rogers and Mike Delay at the Garden, and was promptly invited to join their table at a Pot Luck dinner at the Center that
Saturday night. Talk about good fortune! I'd guess 125 people were there, and | ended up meeting around 25 of them.
So, to that question of how long was it going to take to build a community of friends? Well the answer started to appear
pretty quickly. | was well on my way to feeling that Litchfield was where | belonged.

Looking back over the past 2 years, it was clear to me how instrumental the Community Center was to my decision to
move here. While most baby boomers move south when that time arrives, | decided to go in the opposite direction,
and couldn’t be happier. The Community Center has become a ‘hub’ of sorts for local activities | participate in, and has
served to be a place where | connect with an emerging set of new friends, and where | meet new ones. All because of
the warm and welcoming nature of The Litchfield Community Center.

The experience described above has led me to ponder a question: Does Litchfield really know and appreciate how
special the Community Center is? The answer —to me - is clear!




